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There are a number of provisions in the
Act that may raise Constitutional issues.
These provisions will be implemented in a
manner that is consistent with the Constitu-
tion:

• Section 719 of the Act specifies that
funds may not be used to provide to
any non-Department of Agriculture em-
ployee questions or responses to ques-
tions resulting from the appropriations
hearing process. To the extent that this
provision would interfere with my duty
to ‘‘take Care that the Laws be faithfully
executed,’’ or impede my ability to act
as the chief executive, it would violate
the Constitution, and I will treat it as
advisory.

• Section 730 of the Act purports to con-
strain my ability to make a particular
type of budget recommendation to the
Congress. This provision would inter-
fere with my constitutional duty under
the Recommendation Clause, and I will
treat it as advisory.

• Finally, there are provisions in the Act
that purport to condition my authority
or that of certain officers to use funds
appropriated by the Act on the approval
of congressional committees. My Ad-
ministration will interpret such provi-
sions to require notification only, since
any other interpretation would con-
tradict the Supreme Court ruling in INS
v. Chadha.

I urge the Congress to approve the re-
maining FY 2001 spending bills expedi-
tiously, and send them to me in an acceptable
form.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 28, 2000.

NOTE: H.R. 4461, approved October 28, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106–387.

Memorandum on Determination To
Waive Attachment Provisions
Relating to Blocked Property of
Terrorist-List States
October 28, 2000

Presidential Determination No. 2000–31

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of the Treasury

Subject: Determination to Waive Attachment
Provisions Relating to Blocked Property of
Terrorist-List States

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and laws of the United
States of America, including section 2002(f)
of H.R. 3244, ‘‘Victims of Trafficking and Vi-
olence Protection Act of 2000,’’ (approved
October 28, 2000), I hereby determine that
subsection (f)(1) of section 1610 of title 28,
United States Code, which provides that any
property with respect to which financial
transactions are prohibited or regulated pur-
suant to section 5(b) of the Trading with the
Enemy Act (50 U.S. App. 5(b), section 620(a)
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22
U.S.C. 2370(a)), sections 202 and 203 of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-1702), and proclama-
tions, orders, regulations, and licenses issued
pursuant thereto, be subject to execution or
attachment in aid of execution of any judg-
ment relating to a claim for which a foreign
state claiming such property is not immune
from the jurisdiction of courts of the United
States or of the States under section
1605(a)(7) of title 28, United States Code,
would impede the ability of the President to
conduct foreign policy in the interest of na-
tional security and would, in particular, im-
pede the effectiveness of such prohibitions
and regulations upon financial transactions.
Therefore, pursuant to section 2002(f) of
H.R. 3244, the ‘‘Victim’s of Trafficking and
Violence Protection Act of 2000,’’ I hereby
waive subsection (f)(1) of section 1610 of title
28, United States Code, in the interest of
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national security. This waiver, together with
the amendment of subsection (f)(2) of the
Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act and the
repeal of the subsection (b) of section 117
of the Treasury and General Government
Appropriations Act, 1999, supersedes my
prior waiver of the requirements of sub-
sections (a) and (b) of said section 117, exe-
cuted on October 21, 1998.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to publish this determination in the
Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Remarks at a National Italian
American Foundation Dinner
October 28, 2000

Thank you very much. Thank you to the
diehard in the back there. [Laughter] Thank
you very much. I’m delighted to be here. I
was told on the way in that since I came here
as a Governor in 1992, I have made seven
of nine possible NIAF dinners, and I am de-
lighted to be here again for the last time as
President.

I want to thank Chairman Guarini; your
dinner chair, Dick Grasso. I thank the Rep-
resentatives of Congress who are here, Rep-
resentatives Morella and Pelosi and my good
friend Geri Ferraro, Ambassador Browner,
Ambassador Tufo—Administrator Brown-
er—Ambassador Rosapepe. And the Presi-
dent of NIAF, Joe Cerrell.

I also want to say, as all of you know, I
have had a penchant for Italian-American
Chiefs of Staff; they have been overrepre-
sented. [Laughter] So far, we have staved off
any affirmative action suits. [Laughter] When
Leon Panetta was my Chief of Staff, he used
to say that it was such a hard job, he thought
‘‘Panetta’’ was Italian for ‘‘pinata.’’ [Laughter]

Now, John Podesta is here. We were doing
a little research the other day—this is true;
this is not an after-dinner joke—and we dis-
covered that in Renaissance Italy, the rulers
of the city-states were often quite apprehen-
sive that they wouldn’t be able to maintain
authority. So they from time to time hired
an enforcer to come in from outside the city-
state, and the enforcer was called a ‘‘pode-
sta.’’ [Laughter] So he is well-named. And

since then, we have a disproportionate num-
ber of Italians throughout the White House.
Two of them, Karen Tramontano and Loretta
Ucelli, are here tonight; I thank them for
their work.

I also want to congratulate Tommy
Lasorda on the fabulous job he did with our
baseball team at the Olympics. And con-
gratulations to you, Mr. Berra. Your spirit
was alive and well at the World Series.

I want to congratulate the honorees to-
night, my good friend Muhammad Ali, and
Angelo Dundee, Andrea Bocelli, John Paul
DeJoria, Joseph Nacchio, Miuccia Prada,
Dick Vermeil, and my friend of many, many
years Millard Fuller. Thank you for honoring
them, and thank you for all the work you
do.

The legacy of Italian-Americans has been
celebrated by this organization for 25 years
now. This is an important milestone for you.
I know that you have just begun. One of the
things I particularly appreciate is your inter-
est in one America, trying to reach across
the cultural divide. Just a couple of nights
ago we had a birthday party for Hillary up
in New York. And Robert De Niro was trying
to teach me how to ‘‘speak New York.’’
[Laughter] And I don’t know if you saw it,
but I was really appreciative that he was so
generous and understanding of my culturally
challenged accent. [Laughter]

So he tried to teach me how to say
‘‘fuggeddaboudit.’’ [Laughter] And I finally
learned, see? [Laughter]

At the turn of the last century, an Italian-
American said, ‘‘I came to America because
I heard the streets were paved with gold.
When I got here, I found three things: First,
the streets weren’t paved with gold; second,
they weren’t paved at all; third, I was ex-
pected to pave them.’’ [Laughter]

In the century that has elapsed, our streets
aren’t paved with gold yet, but our Nation
has entered a golden era, thanks in no small
part to the efforts of Italian-Americans, to
your intellect, your industry, your goodwill,
and above all, your contagious love of life.
I must say, I am especially grateful for all
the opportunities that I have had these last
8 years to work with not only the Italian-
American community but also to work with
Italy.
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